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"Survey of British Literature"—Scope and Sequence: Schedule for Topics and Skills
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Week Title Author Genre
1 Beowulf Unknown Epic poetry

2 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight Unknown Epic poetry

3 Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer Short stories in verse

4 Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer Short stories in verse

5 Sherlock Holmes Arthur Conan Doyle Mystery

6 Hamlet William Shakespeare Tragedy

7 Hamlet; The Importance of Being 
Earnest

William Shakespeare; Oscar Wilde Tragedy; Comedy

8 Paradise Lost John Milton Epic poetry

9 Paradise Lost John Milton Epic poetry

10 Peter Pan James Barrie Fantasy fiction

11 Rime of the Ancient Mariner; Fran-
kenstein

Samuel Taylor Coleridge;  
Mary Shelley

Narrative poetry; Science fiction 
and Gothic horror

12 Frankenstein Mary Shelley Science fiction and  
Gothic horror

13 Gulliver’s Travels; “A Modest Proposal” Jonathan Swift Satire

14 Three Men in a Boat Jerome K. Jerome Comedy

15 Emma Jane Austen Romance novel

16 Emma Jane Austen Romance novel

17 Emma Jane Austen Romance novel

18 Emma Jane Austen Romance novel

19 Wuthering Heights Emily Bronte Novel

20 Wuthering Heights Emily Bronte Novel

21 Wuthering Heights; A Severe Mercy Emily Bronte; Sheldon Vanauken Novel; Autobiography

22 A Severe Mercy Sheldon Vanauken Autobiography

23 A Severe Mercy Sheldon Vanauken Autobiography

24 A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens Historical fiction

25 A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens Historical fiction

26 A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens Historical fiction

27 Alice's Adventures in Wonderland Lewis Carroll Fantasy fiction

28 Dubliners James Joyce Short stories 

29 Dubliners James Joyce Short stories 

30 The Great Divorce C. S. Lewis Christian didactic

31 The Secret Sharer; start Pygmalion Joseph Conrad; George Bernard Shaw Short story; Comedy

32 Finish Pygmalion; A Passage to India George Bernard Shaw;  
E. M. Forster

Comedy; Novel

33 A Passage to India; Lord of the Flies E. M. Forster; William Golding Novel; Adventure story

34 A Passage to India E. M. Forster Novel

35 Lord of the Flies William Golding Adventure story

36 Right Ho, Jeeves P. G. Wodehouse Slapstick novel
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Note to Mom or Dad
Students will be required to do research and write reports throughout their educational careers. 

The How to Do a Research Project appendix is intended for use by parents and students at Levels H and above. Younger 
students should not be given this information as an independent reading assignment. At levels (D+E–530), this information 
should only be used by parents as a resource to supplement the primary directions found in the applicable Instructor’s Guide.
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